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• Language variation and diversity 
• Discourse patterns in classrooms and other educational settings 
• Ethnography of language and literacy 
• Literary studies, written communication, and reading education 
• Language, power, and social justice issues and 
• Theories and methods for researching language in social contexts. 

 
This strand emphasizes working closely with faculty and active involvement in research. Students work with faculty on 

research projects, and they pursue their own research interests with faculty support. The program prepares students to be 
scholars, researchers, and teacher educators who understand the complexities of language, literature, culture, learning, and 
education. The program is flexible to meet students’ interests and needs. 
 
M.A., M.Ed., and Ph.D. Concentrations in the English Education/English Literacy Education Strand in Literature for Children 
and Young Adults (Adolescents)  
  

Overview 
 

The Literature for Children and Young Adults (Adolescents) strand offers graduate students opportunities to pursue 
research in the history, theory, and development of children’s and young adult literature. This research includes: 

 
• literary theory with its links to multicultural and international children’s and young adult (adolescent) literature; 
• the role children’s literature plays in understanding the multiple contexts of literacy as a learning process, a text, and the 

integration of interpreting, exploring and investigating to support learning; and 
• the research on how children and young adults (adolescents) read and respond to this literature. 

 
Students examine literature as an art form that emanates from and reflects historic and contemporary trends. They 

also consider social context, social relationships, and genres. 
Additional work is focused on the analyses of written and visual forms of literacy, genres, and content in children’s 

and young adult (adolescent) 
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Leadership (TLPL) and other departments in the College of Education.  In addition, relevant graduate course work to individual 
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